
Hot dipped zinc coatings and electrozinc
coatings both protect steel in a similar 
manner. The main difference is, that hot-
dipped zinc coatings are usually thicker and
therefore offer a longer life under the same
exposure conditions.

The protective life of a metallic zinc coating is
essentially a function of the coating thickness.
Figure 1 indicates mass loss data for hot-
dipped zinc coatings as described in British
Standard 5493 1977 Section 2.

This indicates life to first maintenance for 
galvanized coatings exposed in a wide range
of environments. The table is particularly 
useful because it directly reflects the benefits
of increased coating thickness. In general for 
a particular environment the life of a 
galvanized coating is directly proportional 
to the zinc coating mass.

Figure 1: British Standard 5493 1977 Section 2.
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Galvanized Coating, specified minimum weight g/m2
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BlueScope Steel (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd    Telephone: (603) 3250 8333 

BlueScope Steel (Thailand) Limited  Telephone: (66 38) 685 710 

PT BlueScope Steel Indonesia Telephone: (62 21) 570 7564

BlueScope Steel Southern Africa (Pty) Limited Telephone: (27 21) 555 4265

The information and advice contained in this Bulletin is of a general nature only, and has not been prepared with
your specific needs in mind. You should always obtain specialist advice to ensure that the materials, approach and
techniques referred to in this Bulletin meet your specific requirements. 
BlueScope Steel Limited makes no warranty as to the accuracy, completeness or reliability of any estimates, opinions
or other information contained in this Bulletin, and to the maximum extent permitted by law, BlueScope Steel
Limited disclaims all liability and responsibility for any loss or damage, direct or indirect, which may be suffered by
any person acting in reliance on anything contained in or omitted from this document.

BlueScope is a trade mark of BlueScope Steel Limited.

Please ensure you have the current Technical Bulletin as displayed at www.bluescopesteel.com.au
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