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The outcomes:

The NSSCS will:

• Reduce builder risk with competent 
prequalified fabricators

• Provide a cost-effective solution to 
prequalification

• Reduce the time and cost of rework
• In time, become a ‘national technical 

prequalification scheme’



What does the SA IPP require?:

• The SA IPP requires fabricators to be 
certified to the National Structural 
Steelwork Compliance Scheme (NSSCS)

• Fabricator certification = Steelwork 
Compliance Australia SCA auditing the 
fabricator for capability

• Auditing is undertaken against AS/NZS 5131 
– ‘Structural Steelwork – Fabrication and 
erection’



What does fabricator certification involve?:

Certification involves:

• Individual Facilities

• Application Assessment. 

• Stage 1 (Desktop) Audit (250 questions, 
typically yes/no answer required, upload 
key documentation and records). CC1 
can stop here

• Stage 2 (Site) Audit (for CC2, CC3)

• Annual Surveillance Audits 

• Re-certification every 3 years

• Special Audits



The fabricator required competencies:

• The necessary skills , systems and procedures in place at the level the 
Construction Category dictates;

• Management systems to ensure that specified procedures are followed;

• Procedures and demonstrated evidence for ensuring traceability of materials;

• Procedures and skill sets to prepare, assemble and fabricate components;

• Welding skills, processes , equipment and qualifications demonstrated to meet 
welding standards;

• Knowledge and systems for surface treatment and corrosion protection;

• An understanding of architectural requirements (AESS);

• Knowledge of site erection, safety and bolting requirements.

This provides the builder with confidence in risk minimised outcomes



Who is Steelwork Compliance Australia (SCA)?:

SCA Manager – Alan Nightingale
Civil Engineer

Involved in fabrication for over 40 years

Counsellor to Australian Institute of Steel         

Construction (now the ASI)

Newsteel / Allco Steel (GM)

ABB Engineering Construction (GM)

Clough Engineering (GM)

Cleveland Bridge (UK and Europe) (MD)

RCR Tomlinson (GM)

The Scheme is supported by competent experienced personnel



The benefits for builders:

• Avoids the cost of setting up an in-house fabricator quality capability 
assessment team

• Provides an assessor with intimate knowledge of steelwork fabrication

• Gives the ability to nominate a fabricator for which the builder can 
request assessment

• Is fit-for-purpose based on risk assessment – therefore cost effective

• Provides a mechanism to feedback project outcomes and request 
special fabricator assessment

• Reduces the cost of rectification and rework, utilising fabricators 
proven to meet the minimum requirements of Australian Standards

• Frees up your valuable personnel to focus on project issues they are 
actually trained for

Certification to the Construction Categories is a ‘National technical prequalification scheme’ that should 
over time result in enormous efficiencies in the tendering process for builders and fabricators



Thank you

Questions?

Email me: alann@scacompliance.com.au
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