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FOREWORD 

This Industry Guide has been prepared as an initiative of Australian suppliers of hand loaded steel 
shelving systems.  It sets out the basis on which shelving systems should be specified, designed and 
installed for regulatory acceptance and satisfactory performance. 

Steel shelving systems are not structures and are therefore not regulated by building codes although the 
National Construction Code should be referenced for access and egress requirements of buildings in 
which shelving systems are installed.  The use of shelving is regulated by workplace and fire safety 
requirements and is the responsibility of the owner or operator of the premises. 

This Industry Guide is intended to be used by specifiers, designers, manufacturers, suppliers, installers 
and customers when establishing minimum requirements for the design, manufacture and installation of 
any hand loaded shelving included within the scope. 

 

THE AUSTRALIAN STEEL INSTITUTE 

The Australian Steel Institute (ASI) is the peak representative body for the Australian steel industry.  ASI 
works to maintain a safe, efficient, productive and sustainable Australian steel manufacturing and design 
industry.  ASI has member groups across steel manufacturing, distribution and downstream processing to 
design, drafting and detailing, promoting excellence in all aspects of the use of steel. 

 

AUSTRALIAN STEEL STORAGE MANUFACTURERS GROUP  

The Australian Steel Storage Manufacturers Group (ASSMG) is a specialist industry group within ASI.  
ASSMG promotes best practice in the design, manufacture and installation of commercial and industrial 
steel storage components and systems. 

 

ASI DISCLAIMER 

The information presented by the Australian Steel Institute in this Industry Guide has been prepared for 
general information only and does not in any way constitute recommendations or professional advice.  
Every effort has been made and all reasonable care taken to ensure the accuracy of the material 
contained in this publication.  However, to the extent permitted by law, the Authors, Editors and 
Publishers of this publication: (a) will not be held liable or responsible in any way; and (b) expressly 
disclaim any liability or responsibility for any loss or damage costs or expenses incurred in connection 
with this Publication by any person, whether that person is the purchaser of this Publication or not.  
Without limitation, this includes loss, damage, costs and expenses incurred as a result of the negligence 
of the Authors, Editors or Publishers.  Should expert assistance be required, the services of a competent 
professional person should be sought. 
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